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The UN Sustainable Development Goals

Quality education for all 
underpins all the SDGs
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Why do we need high quality online learning?

Around 2.4% of global CO2 emissions come from aviation. The industry is responsible for 
around 5% of global warming.

Globally, only 20% of the population have ever taken a flight. We frequent flyers contribute  
a very disproportionate share of emissions. 

Reducing air travel is one of the most effective things individuals can do to shrink their 
carbon footprints.

Sustainability

Pandemics

Globally, over 1.2 billion children are out of the classroom

All university students will be studying at least partly on line this year

A collaborative global approach to health and wellbeing requires universal education



W h a t  c o u n t s  a s  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g ?



What counts as high quality learning? 

The Conversational Framework

Derived from theories and research on learning and teaching (Laurillard, 2002, 2012)

To represent the teaching-learning process as

• a series of iterative exchanges 

• between the learner and a ‘teacher’ and 

• between a learner and their peers

• at two levels of concepts and practices



What does it take to learn in formal education?
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Types of learning mapped to the framework
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How does technology help? Conventional methods
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W h a t  m a k e s  a  g o o d  o n l i n e  
l e a r n i n g  d e s i g n ?
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What makes a good online learning design?

The Learning Designer

A free open online design tool to help with 
moving your teaching online. 

Based on the six learning types from the 
Conversational Framework – a model of 
what it takes to learn.

Supports teachers and educators to 
• design a sequence of blended and 

online teaching and learning activities
• analyse their pedagogic design
• share their learning designs with each 

other

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/learning-designer

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/learning-designer


Adapting a learning design
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Analysing a learning design

The pie-chart analyses the distribution of types of 
learning in the design, in this case, acquisition, 
collaboration and production, but mostly discussion.
There are no rules about what it should be, but now 
you have the opportunity to consider if that looks 
appropriate

It is entirely online (pale blue), no f2f
There is some trainer presence (dark brown) to 
respond to questions, and conduct the plenary 
discussion
More than half is synchronous (dark pink) - with a 
group and with the trainer

There is mostly individual work (pale green), then 
groups, then whole class



Sharing a learning design

On the Designer screen you can Export your 
design to Moodle (upcoming version)

Or Export to Word, to send to learners, or 
discuss with others

You can also Share it by creating a url to send 
to colleagues

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/learning-designer

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/learning-designer


H o w  c a n  w e  b u i l d  
k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g ?
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A community of practice: innovating, testing, and 
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Building knowledge of online learning design

What is the 
pedagogic 
equivalent of the 
scholarly journal? 

An online collaborative 
community using 
digital tools to share 
testable 
co-designed 
peer-reviewed 
adaptable 
learning designs

A community of practice: innovating, testing, and 
sharing new ideas for effective online learning design



Large-scale online courses to orchestrate collaborative 
knowledge development by education professionals



FutureLearn course ‘How to Teach Onllne’

Running since 23 March, >80,000 teachers from all sectors

Thousands of comments in discussions of every step

Sharing ideas and problem solutions

Professionals collaborating to build knowledge

Edraak course (Arabic) on ‘Teaching Online’

Running since 26 April, >22,000 teachers across the MENA region

Sharing ideas and problem solutions on Padlet

Large-scale online courses to orchestrate collaborative 
knowledge development by education professionals
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knowledge development by education professionals

Participants applied their 
observation skills to collect data 
in their local environments, 
adding a photo and a note to 
explain their analysis.



The UN Sustainable Development Goals
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PSCI @PSCInitiative

PSCI Secretariat
Carnstone Partners Ltd
Durham House
Durham House Street
London
WC2N 6HG

info@pscinitiative.org

+44 (0) 7794 557 524

About the Secretariat
Carnstone Partners Ltd is an independent management consultancy,
specialising in corporate responsibility and sustainability, with a long
track record in running industry groups.

For more information about the PSCI please contact:

pscinitiative.org info@pscinitiative.org Annabel Buchan:
+44 (0) 7794 557524

PSCI @PSCInitiative

CONTACT
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